[Determination of the copper content in healthy placenta and placenta in gestosis using atomic absorption spectrophotometry].
Several complications in pregnancy seem to be related to the fluctuations of serum copper. In particular, values of serum copper over the normal range, have been associated to pregnancies complicated by EPH-gestosis. In this study we have evaluated the copper concentration in samples of placenta from 15 gravidas affected by EPH-gestosis and from 15 healthy gravidas with atom absorption spectrophotometry. The results of our study confirm the presence of an elevated copper concentration in the EPH-gestosis patients group (mean value: 196 micrograms/100 g of placental tissue). We can hypothesize that the result is due to a reduced copper uptake from the fetus.